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to them would indicate that to the Byzantine authorities they were
more a gesture than a contract' (S. H.'Cross}.
Their importance lies in the fact that they permit to Russian
merchants during the summer months free access to the
capital, while we know that Russians early served as sailors
in the Byzantine navy. Thus constant contact was main-
tained with the Christian civilization of the Empire; Igor's
attack upon Constantinople in 941 did but lead after the
defeat of the Russian navy to a renewal of the former treaty
with Byzantium.
When Igor had been murdered leaving as his successor a
young son Svyatoslav, the government was undertaken by
Igor's widow Olga, of whose subtlety and diplomatic skill the
Primary Chronicle gives a lengthy account. While Svyatoslav
followed the warrior pagan tradition of the Northmen and
engaged in one campaign after another, Olga turned to
Christianity: she was received by the Emperor in Con-
stantinople (A.D. 957) and on baptism assumed the Empress's
name of Helen. Her son refused to follow her example: his
men, he said, 'would laugh him to scorn*.
After Oleg's capture of Kiev we have no further report of
any direct missionary activity on the part of the Greek
Church, yet Christianity must have gained a foothold in
Russia. Southern Slavs would have come in contact with
Christians in the imperial outpost of Cherson in the Crimea;
we know that there was already a Christian church in Kiev,
while in the treaty of 944 the Christian Russians are dis-
tinguished from the pagan Northmen. In 969 Olga, the
first Christian Russian princess, died and in 972 Svyatoslav
fell in battle with the Petchenegs; while his bastard son
Vladimir governed Novgorod, the territory of the Great
Prince of Kiev was divided between Svyatoslav's two sons.
When civil war had broken out between the brothers and one
had been killed, Vladimir, fearing an attack from the survivor,
Yaropolk, fled to Scandinavia and there gathered a strong
force of Northmen. As in the days of Rurik, from Novgorod
the Scandinavians advanced against Kiev. Vladimir removed
Yaropolk by treachery and re-established the unity of
government with Kiev for his capital. And it was Vladimir
who accepted Christian baptism and made Christianity the